


Blessed are the 
peacemakers...

The 7th play in the progression of the playbook 
that Jesus gives us in Matthew chapter 5 is 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.”

I don’t know if you are like me, but it is really easy 
for me to be at peace with people like me. These 
people think like me, believe like me, act like me, 
speak like me, understand life like me, and 
honestly… actually like me. It is not hard for me 
to be at peace with these types of people. I know 
what to expect. They don’t offend or question my 
spirit. However, they also don’t challenge me to 
think outside myself or to reconcile what it truly 
means when Jesus calls us to make peace with 
our enemies. 

A few years ago, I found myself in Israel and 
Palestine. In fact, I found myself with a trip full of 
ministry friends smack dab in the middle of the 
multiple decades-long conflict with these two 
people groups. While I found myself conflicted by 
this conflict, I learned some lessons about what it 
means to be a peacemaker.
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I had the pleasure of meeting residents of Israel 
and Palestine—Jews, Muslims, and Christians, 
eating and talking with them in their homes and 
other informal settings—and it had the most 
profound impact on me. Here are some lessons I 
learned from one of them, and I think are the keys 
to our playmaking of peace. 
Sami Awad is a Christian Palestinian peace leader. 
In 1998 he founded the Holy Land Trust, a 
nonprofit organization located in Bethlehem, with 
the mission to seek “peace and justice for all 
peoples, and to relate to each other with empathy, 
compassion, trust, and respect.” As executive 
director of the Trust, he works daily for nonviolent 
solutions to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that 
continues to cause trauma in this troubled land.

This remarkable man summarized his passion for 
peace by giving us a guide to peacemaking. These 
are critical not only to peace in Israel and 
Palestine but to us in our context of peacemaking 
here. I would argue that if we were to live these 
out…we too would be on the road to peace.
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Walk With Others
In Their World

Jesus was often on the go. He went where the 
people were. He stopped to see them as they 
were, discover their needs, and listen to their 
stories. He entered their world to bring peace.
He didn’t make them enter his. 

Sami told about the time he met with a Jewish 
radical leader who invited him for coffee in
the Old City of Jerusalem. The man began
the conversation by telling Sami, “I may have
you killed.”

“Just tell me your story,” Sami responded,
and he simply listened for a long time. 

At the end of the meeting, the radical told him, 
“No Palestinian has ever been so kind to me.”
And today, the men are friends and continue to 
work towards peace. 
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“This wouldn’t have happened if I had not been 
willing to cross the line from Gaza (the place where 
Palestinians are restricted) into Israel,” Sami told me. 
Just as Jesus crossed the cultural barriers to travel 
through Samaria (the land of half-breed Jews that 
most Jews avoided), our pursuit of peace always 
begins with a willingness to walk toward our 
enemies instead of fearing them.

Where do you need to
walk today in order to be
a peacemaker?
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2.
Be A Peacemaking 
Healer, Not A 
Perpetuator Of Pain

Jesus healed whole persons, not just their 
physical maladies but also their emotional and 
spiritual brokenness. Jesus healed even those 
who wanted to kill him. “I could get angry and 
perpetuate the Israeli-Palestinian conflict out of 
my anger,” Sami told me. “But as a Palestinian 
Christian, I decided I’d be a healer of trauma, not 
a perpetuator of it.” He reminded me that it’s easy 
to dehumanize an enemy, but when you see 
people who are hurting, you work to bring healing.

Who in your life do you need 
to bring healing to their 
trauma? Have you found 
yourself perpetuating pain 
instead of peace?
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3.
Teach Towards
A Future

Sami believes people will grow only as they catch 
a vision for a new future. There will never be 
progress if they insist on continuing to act based 
on their past. But they need tools and skill to live 
in that healing. “We must teach people to see 
each other as something other than the enemy,” 
Sami says. “We must show them how to live out 
the gospel of Jesus.”

What opportunities do you 
have right now to teach 
someone towards a future
of peace? Do you need to 
listen to teaching for your 
own future?
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4.
Be A Proclaimer
Of Good News

“Proclaim the kingdom and the kingdom only,” 
Sami says. “Proclaim the gospel and the gospel 
only.” Jesus didn’t get wrapped up in political 
arguments. “Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and unto God what is God’s,” he said. 
Some want to portray the Israeli-Palestinian strife 
as a religious conflict. But Sami believes strongly 
that it is not. It is a political conflict.
But politics will not heal the divisions that keep 
people apart in the Middle East (or in America, 
either, for that matter). Religion won’t bring people 
together, either. Only the gospel, only the radical 
love of Jesus persistently and painfully 
demonstrated by his followers today can do that.
Of all I learned while visiting the Holy Land, this is 
the most important lesson by far.

Who in your life needs to
hear the proclaiming of
Good News?
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